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What’s Next for St. Mark’s?

January

This is an exciting time for St Mark’s Lutheran
Church and School! K-8 enrollment is the
highest it has ever been - currently at 93
students. Over the past 2 school years, we have
transitioned
grades
1-4
from
multi-age
classrooms into single-graded classrooms!

9 – Worship: 8:00am, 10:30am, & 6:00pm
11 – Science Club – 4:15pm
12 – Chapel: Mr. Kollmorgen
13 – Science Olympiad – 4:15pm
14 – Free Dress Down Day!
rd

End of 3 Quarter – Noon Dismissal
NO AFTERCARE!
Basketball Practice TBA
15 – Basketball Practice 10:00 – 11:30am
16 – Worship: 8:00am, 10:30am, & 6:00pm

’21-’22 Theme:

Not of This World!
Romans 12:2

The School Board and Mr. Kollmorgen have
developed a 5-year Strategic Plan - thank you
to the Church members and School families who
helped to develop this plan!
Mr. Kollmorgen and the School Board are
planning to share-out the 5-year Strategic Plan in
a special session for School Families on Sunday
January 23 at 7 PM in the Fellowship Hall. A
shorter summary of the Strategic Plan is in
the Messenger today.
A motion will be presented at the Church Voters’
Meeting to spend up to $20,000 on conceptual
drawings for a School Expansion of 4-6
classrooms and a gymnasium. Please keep the
Church and School in your prayers during this
time, as we prayerfully consider the next steps
for this important ministry that God has entrusted
to us.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT
We are proud of our graduates from St. Mark’s school! Hear what some of our former St.
Mark’s graduates have said about their time here, and how attending school here has shaped
their lives!

Meet Michayla Eifert. Michayla graduated from St. Mark’s in 2017. She started at St. Mark’s
school as a Kindergartener.
Q. What Did You Love Most about St. Mark’s?
A. I loved St. Mark’s because the school was small, and it made my experience better. The small
classes were great because you got more of a one-on-one experience with the teacher. It was also
nice that you knew everyone at school, so you were never lonely.
Q. What Did You Appreciate about St. Mark’s?
A. I appreciate that I was pushed to do better. I was challenged from day 1 and that has definitely
made me the student and person I am today.
Q. Where Did You Go to High School?
A. I graduated from Clermont Northeastern High School in the spring of 2021.
Q. What Are You Doing Now?
A. I now attend The Christ College of Nursing and Health Sciences, where I plan to get my
Bachelor’s in Nursing. I eventually will go back to school to become a Certified Nurse Anesthetist.
I am currently a Patient Care Assistant at the Christ Hospital. I work on a critical care unit assisting
patients and nurses with what they need.
We love our St. Mark’s graduates!

Re-Enrollment is Coming Soon!
Re-enrollment for current students will begin on January 15th for the 2022-2023 school year!
Open enrollment for new students will begin on January 30th. Please consider re-enrolling
your student (s) early, before open enrollment begins on the 30th, because classrooms will fill
quickly! Re-enrollment forms and instructions will be coming home on Friday, January 14.

Roller Skate Party!
Mark your calendars for an upcoming, fun roller-skating party! St. Mark’s American Heritage
Girls Troop has invited all school families to attend a skate party on January 13, 2022, at
Castle Skateland, 6:30-8:30PM. Cost: $5 admission for skaters, $2 skate rental. Please
RSVP to Rachel Bailey ~ admissions@stmarksmilford.org.

Classroom Happenings
Mrs. Newell (2 Year Old and 3 Year Old Preschool)
This week the 3-year-old class learned about when Jesus was a boy in the Temple. We also
painted with watercolors and got back into the school routine.

Mrs. Rehmer (4 Year Old Preschool)
Welcome back preschool, everyone was so excited to see each other! This week we began
our winter themes by learning about animal hibernation and how they survive the long winter
months. Our Bible story this week showed us how powerful Jesus is, through the story about
Jairus' daughter. Luke 8:40-42;49-56 Luke 8:40-42; 49-56

Mrs. Sherman (Kindergarten)
In Bible time, we heard about Simeon and Anna who waited to see the Savior. They shared
their joy at meeting Jesus and we shared our joy too! What do animals do when the weather
changes? That is the question we answered in our reading time. We identified beginning and
ending sounds and played sight word tic tac toe. In math, we are counting and grouping sets,
writing numbers to 50 and skip counting. We read Squirrel's New Year's Resolution and
identified ways we can help others.

Mrs. Boerboom (1st Grade)
This week in 1st grade, we learned more about how addition and subtraction are related and
practiced adding and subtracting related facts. We read about the ocean and water in
reading, and practiced some grammar with capitalizing proper nouns. In science, we learned
more about space and the phases of the moon. We also learned more about holidays that
people around the world celebrate. In Bible Study, we learned about how and why Jesus was
born in Bethlehem for us. We are thankful to be back together after our Christmas break!

Mrs. Reynolds (2nd Grade)
In the first week of the New Year, 2nd grade studied the Baptism of Jesus and how Jesus
found and called His disciples to follow Him. We started a new module in Math about time
and money. We also practiced writing a persuasive essay. We learned there are different
symbols for America other than just our Flag.

Mrs. Dowd (3rd Grade)
In Religion class, we learned about Judgement Day and how Jesus is a Prophet, Priest, and
King. We learned 1 John 4:9 as memory work. In Reading, we are beginning to wrap up our
study novel, The Tiger Rising. We focused on the setting and plot of the storyline. In Math,
we wrapped up our unit of fractions and will soon start working on division. In Science,
students will begin to pick which project they want to do for the Science Fair. In Writing, we
celebrated the New Year by picking a word to dedicate to the new year. We also started
learning the parts in a paragraph. In Social Studies, we learned about maps and what is a
primary and secondary source.

Miss Rhonemus (4th Grade)
This week, fourth and fifth graders have been learning about the Ten Commandments and
the events of Mount Sinai. In math, fourth grade wrapped up their unit on multiplication and
are now moving on to division. In science we learned about the scientific method and worked
on science fair project reports. Students are putting together a report on a state of their
choosing for social studies. To aid in the writing of a science report, students are writing out
the instructions for making a peanut butter and jelly sandwich. This will help students with the
procedure portion of the report.

Mr. Postenrieder, Mrs. Kiehl, and Mr. Kollmorgen (5th - 8th Grades)
In our Bible time, we did a devotion and got caught up on missing assignments. In 5 th math
we reviewed volume and began to work with fractions. In Saxon Level 1 math we worked
with writing decimals in expanded notation, circumference, subtracting mixed numbers, and
dividing with a decimal in the divisor.

In Social Studies we presented our poster on a famous person with an influence on Early
America. Our study of Canada began on Monday. In social studies, they began studying
Ancient Africa.
In 5th/6th grade ELA, the students continued our novel, I am Malala. In writing, students
continued working with expository essays and the specific genre of problem/ solution as it
applies to the Science Fair paper. In 7th/8th grade Writing, students continued studying
problem/solution essays as it applies to the Science Fair paper. In Reading, they started
their second text, A Traveler's Guide to Medieval Times as well as working with different
forms of punctuation.
5/6 Science is taking another look at the scientific method to help prepare for the science fair,
while 7/8 Science began looking at states of matter and changes in state of matter while also
getting started on their science fair reports.
In 5th – 8th grade PE the kids chose their activity as the quarter closes on the 14 th.

Assess Symptoms Daily!
If your child doesn’t feel well, please keep him/her home!
One of the main ways to limit the spread of the virus is to check for symptoms daily – of
course we take temperatures at the door each morning, but you can help by making sure that
your son or daughter does not have any of the following symptoms:
Fever or chills
Cough
Fatigue
Sore throat
Congestion or runny nose
Repeated shaking with chills

Diarrhea
Nausea or vomiting
Headache
Loss of taste or smell
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
Muscle or body aches

St Mark’s Lutheran School
Strategic Plan and Visioning Proposal Summary: 2021 – 2025
Prepared by: Tim Kollmorgen (Principal) and St Mark’s Lutheran School Board
Our Mission: Connecting Students with Jesus While Providing Excellence in Education

Where Are We Now?
We officially exist to serve the educational needs of St. Mark’s member’s children, and as an
outreach to our community. Our students belong to a wide variety of Christian Denomination
Churches, and many claim no church home.
The following graph shows the K-8’th grade enrollment changes over the last 10 years, which
shows an upward trend in the last 5 years. In the last two school years, the School has split
grades 1-2 and 3-4 into single graded classrooms. Currently, K-4 are in single-graded
classrooms and the Youth Room has been repurposed as a classroom. Also, classes are
being held during the week in the Werner Conference Room and the Fellowship Hall. We are
currently at the highest K-8 enrollment in the school’s history!!

In the next three years (2022 – 2025), enrollment for K-8 is projected to keep increasing. Current
enrollment projections would require the splitting of 5th and 6th grade into separate classrooms for the
2023/2024 school year and the splitting of 7th and 8th grade into separate classrooms for the 2025/2026
school year. Without additional classroom space by the fall of 2023, the School will be forced to
limit new enrollment.
Preschool growth projections are harder to predict because our current circumstances do not include
a Pre-Kindergarten option, or even classroom space in which to hold the class. The 2-year-old
and 3-year-old class is currently held in the Nursery. The Nursery is not an ideal classroom for a
Preschool, which is inhibiting enrollment in 2-year-old and 3-year-old classes. Without additional
classroom space, the Preschool will not be able to offer the types of programs that are needed by
many parents (all-day, 5-day/week, and Pre-K options), which will continue to limit growth in
the future.

Strategic Plan Proposals by School Year
2021-2022
 Hire an Admissions Coordinator (Complete)
 Hire a Social Media Coordinator (Complete)
 Maintain NLSA (In Progress)
 Begin Building Process
 Hire Reading tutors (In Progress)
 Promote Estate Planning and Giving to SGOs (In Progress)
2022-2023
 Make the Building Look Good and Remodel Outdated Areas
(renovations to Fellowship Hall, Church Men’s Restroom, etc.)
 100 or more students in K-8 – apply for Blue Ribbon status.
 Continue Building Process
2023-2024
 Hire a Preschool Administrator/Teacher
 New School Addition Opens (4-6 classrooms plus gymnasium)
 5th and 6th Grade Transitioned into single grade classrooms
 Prekindergarten reintroduced.
2024-2025
 Hire a Development Director

